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DIGITAL MAPPING AND MEMORY STUDIES -
CARTOGRAPHIE NUMERIQUE ET ETUDES DE
MEMOIRE

THIS PRESENTATION WILL EXAMINE HOW DIGITAL
MAPPING CAN BE USED TO DOCUMENT AND
INTERPRET THE TRANSNATIONAL DIMENSIONS
OF IRISH MIGRATION ACROSS QUEBEC THROUGH
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CANADIAN IRISH
MIGRATION PRESERVATION NETWORK’S (CIMPN)
[RISH MILE DIGITAL INTERACTIVE MAP.



INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT OVERVIEW
INTRODUCTION ET APERCU DU PROJET

 Preserving and Showcasing Irish
Heritage in Québec Project - Préserver
et mettre en valeur le patrimoine
irlandais au Quebec
« Bilingual, interactive map of Irish sites

+ Digital news board and archival repository

for Irish organizations

« Democratize the historical research I M P N /
process for all members of the research

. COMMITTED TO THE PRESERVATION, CONSERVATION AND PROMOTION OF IRISH HERITAGE
community S'ENGAGE A PRESERVER, CONSERVER ET PROMOUVOIR LE PATRIMOINE IRLANDAIS




THE IRISH MILE - LE IRISH MILE

The Irish Mile

[An Irish mile is an old unit of measurement,

historically used in Ireland before the 19th century,
and equivalent to about 1.27 modern miles. The Irig
Mile is more than a forgotten measu
it's a metaphor for the longer, more arduous jour
taken by Irish emigrants who left their homeland to
settle in small towns in Quebec, like Sheenboro,
Mayo, Saint-Sylvestre, Saint-Colomban, and
others. Along the way, they left a lasting impression
on the land, the language, and the culture of the

communities they helped shape.

Click map markers in The Irish Mile to explore the

illages, churches, cemeteries, and landmarks that
re shaped by the arrival of the emigrants from
d.
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An ‘Irish mile’ - 1.27 standard miles
Bilingual interactive map

Built from historical documents,
photographs, and oral interviews
Launched on January 27t 2026
(01/27) using the MapMe digital
mapping software

Financially supported by the
Secrétariat aux relations avec les
Québecois d’expression anglaise
(SRQEA)



METHODOLOGY AND SITE
CATEGORIZATION
METHODOLOGIE ET
CLASSIFICATION DES SITES

« Two-Strand Methodological Approach
« Academic Research

« Community /Public Submissions

« Seventeen (17) Categories: Towns, Churches,
Monuments, Museums, Parks, Trails, Historic
Houses, Plaques, Schools, Cemeteries, Statues,
Historic Sites, Mausoleums, Spotlights,

Traditions, Heritage Routes, Historic Figures




WEBSITE NAVIGATION - NAVIGATION DU SITE WEB

Method #1 - Category Tab Navigation
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Method #2 - Search Bar Navigation
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The town of Saint-Colomban is situated in the P

L]

province of Québec, 67 km north of Montréal, in Ecole des
what was the seigneurie of Lac-des-Deux- Haulbol
Montagnes (Lake of Two Mountains). Historically
— ; Ps
significant, it is the home and final resting place of 2 Parc Phelan
many of Lower Canada’s earliest pre-Famine Irish &

settlers.

During the 1820s, many Irish immigrants arrived in
Montréal, and from this group came the first wave
of Irish immigrants to the Saint-Colomban region

2
Saint-Colomban Entry on Irish Mile Digital Map
DEear I':'.!LT'HER Arxp Moreer, Ardnaglass, 6th September. 1846.

I uwecEIveD yourkind and affectionate letter dated 24th May, which gave us great plea-
sure to hear of your being in good health, as it leaves us at present; thank é’:d for his mercies
to us. Dear father and mother, pen cannot dictate the poverty of this country, at present, the
potato crop is quite done away all over Ireland, and we are told prevailing all over Euro

There is nothi expected here, only an immediate famine. The lubouring class getting oaly
two sione of Indian meal for each day’s lebour, and only three days given out of each week,
to prolong a little money sent out by Governmeunt, to keep the people from goi out to the
fields to prevent slaughtering the cattle, which they are threatening very hard will do,

they starve. I think you will have all this account by the public print before this letter
:Oer:: mtgand. Now, my dear parents, pity our hard case, and do not leave us on the number
of the SIATTINE POOT, and if it be your‘wuix to keep us until we earn at any labour ¥ou wish
1o put us to, We will feel happy in doing so. When we had not the good fortune of going
there, the different times yc sent us money; but alas, we had not that good fortune. ow,
v dear father and mother, if you k_new what hunger we and our fe ow-counirymen are
cuffering, if you were ever so much distressed, you would take us out of this poverty Isle.
WWe can only say, the scourge of God fell down on Ireland, in taking away the potatoes, they
being the only support of the people. INot like countries that has a supply of wheat and
other grain. So, dear father and mother, if you don’t endeavour to take us out of it, it will be
the first news you will hear by some friend of me and my little family to be lost by hunger,
and there are thousands dread they will share the same fate. Do not think there is one word
of untruth in this; you will see it in every letter, and of course in the ;:mhlic prints. Those
that have oats, they have some chance, for they say they will die before they part any of it to
pay rent.  So the landlord is in a bad way too. Sicily Boyers and family are well ; Michael
Ba'rreit is very unwell, this time past, but hopes to recover. John Barrett is confined to his
bed by rheumatism. The last market, oatmeal went from 17. to 17 ls. per cwt. As for
potaioes there was none at market. DButter 3l per cwt., pork 24 8s. per cwt.. and every thin

in provision way expected to get higher. The Lord is merciful, he fed the 5000 men wi

five loaves and two small fishes. ugh Hart’s mother is dead ; he is in good health. So I
conclude with my blessing to you both, and remain“your affectionate son and daughter.
(Signed) Micsaer and Mary Rusu.

Saint-Colomban Bronze Shoes Unveiling, July 19, 2025 Saint-Colomban Cemetery and Historic Headstones Letter by Mary Rush to Thomas Barrett, September 6, 1846




OUTCOMES AND COMMUNITY IMPACT - ’
RESULTATS ET IMPACT SUR LA COMMUNAUTE

170 Sites Mapped (as of June 2026)
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A - o
Réseau Canadien pour la Préservation de la

Bronze Shoes Unveiling and Saint-Colomban
Irish Heritage Day, July 19, 2025

Concordia School of Irish Studies Volunteers
at Headstone Cleaning Event, October 2025

Cemetery Mapping Efforts in Shrewsbury, 2024




FUTURE DIRECTIONS - PERSPECTIVES D'AVENIR

« Expansion of The Irish Mile Project

Thefollawz:ng in‘terviewisproducm.iaspa?uf/réa({'sédans.lemdredupmjet: ‘ into neighbouring Canadian prOViDCGS
Preserving & Showcasing Irish Heritage in Quebec
Préserver et mettre en valeur le patrimoine irlandais au Québec and, eventually, across the Country
Supported by [ avec le soutien du > PrioritizatiOl’l Of Oral iI'lteI'ViGWS aI'ld
Secrétariat aux relations avec les Quebecois d'expression anglaise (SRQEA) 2 . g
Wi S D the preservation of Irish-Canadian
An initiative of / une initiative du i
Canadian Irish Migration Preservation Network (CIMPN) Storytelhn g
iy - Expansion of the CIMPN’s digital

The Irish Mile interactive map

library
« Collaboration with Irish government
on future heritage projects such as
Canada-Ireland 180
Researcher Samara O’'Gorman alongside . . .
Historian and SADB City Councillor Ryan > Further mapplng Of II‘ISh Cemeterles

Young at the Simon Fraser House,

December 2025 across the province




CONCLUSION

In Summary...
Ty To Access the Irish Mile Digital Map For More Information About the CIMPN

. . . . Pour accéder a la carte numérique de I'Irish Mile Pour plus d'informations sur le RCPMI
The Irish Mile Digital Interactive Map

is a tool which can assist in
visualizing the unique transatlantic
connections between Irish
settlements in Quebec and the origin
points of the immigrants who
populated them. The documentation
of these varied sites not only traces
the geographic spread of Irish
migrants across the province, but
also analyzes ways in which diasporic
communities have preserved
memory, identity, and belonging
through acts of commemoration and
storytelling.

https:/ /viewer.mapme.com / https:/ /cimpn-rcpmi.ca/
04011c88-85cc-473b-a346-
170 SITES... AND GROWING! 93dffcdb607c



	The Irish Mile: Digital Mapping and Landscapes of Memory
	This presentation will examine how digital mapping can be used to document and interpret the transnational dimensions of Irish migration across Québec through the development of the Canadian Irish Migration Preservation Network’s (CIMPN) Irish Mile Digital Interactive Map. ��
	Introduction and project overview�-�Introduction et aperçu du projet
	The Irish Mile – Le Irish Mile
	Methodology and SITE categorization�-�Méthodologie et classification des sites
	WEBSITE NAVIGATION - navigation du site web
	Saint-Colomban� �Case Study –�étude de cas�
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Conclusion

