
Exciting New Project Launch –In Partnership with SRQEA

CIMPN is thrilled to announce the launch of a major new initiative, 
funded by the Secrétariat aux relations avec les Québécois 
d’expression anglaise (SRQEA). 
This two-year project will focus on preserving and promoting Irish 
heritage across Quebec, with both local and global impacts.

The project will include the creation of an interactive provincial 
map featuring Irish historic sites—from cemeteries and buildings 
to trails, parks, monuments, and museums. We will also build a comprehensive
database of Irish organizations and societies across the province and develop a
bilingual website to serve as a digital repository and community hub for events, news,
and heritage resources.

Our work will also include educational lectures, workshops, and quarterly newsletters
published in both French and English.
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CIMPN Presents at QAHN’s “Stones and Stories”
 Fall Lecture Series

On October 6, 2024, CIMPN’s Kelley O’Rourke and Laurie McKeown were honored to
present at the Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network’s (QAHN’s) Fall Lecture
Series, “Stones and Stories: Cemetery Heritage in a Changing World.” Held at the
stunning Curtis-Colby Museum in Stanstead, Quebec, the event brought together
heritage enthusiasts and professionals to celebrate the importance of cemetery
preservation.

Our presentation, “Irish Cemetery Restoration, Preservation, Education, and
Genealogical Profiling”, focused on the cultural and historical significance of Irish
cemeteries. We shared insights into restoration techniques, educational initiatives,
and genealogical research efforts that help preserve and honour these sacred
spaces.

Following the lecture, attendees joined us at Crystal Lake Cemetery for a hands-
on headstone cleaning workshop. This interactive session allowed participants to
learn practical preservation skills while deepening their connection to cemetery
heritage.

We are deeply grateful to QAHN for their continued support and for providing a
platform to highlight this important work. Events like these underscore the value of
collaboration in preserving our shared history for future generations.

In the News

P h o t o s :   M a t t h e w  F a r f a n  f o r  Q A H N
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C a n a d i a n  I r i s h  M i g r a t i o n  P r e s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k  
W i n s  2 0 2 4  R i c h a r d  E v a n s  A w a r d !

I n  J u n e  2 0 2 4 ,  K e l l e y  O ’ R o u r k e  a n d  L a u r i e  M c K e o w n - T h o m a s s i n
a c c e p t e d  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  R i c h a r d  E v a n s  A w a r d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e
C a n a d i a n  I r i s h  M i g r a t i o n  P r e s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k  b y  T h e  Q u e b e c
A n g l o p h o n e  H e r i t a g e  N e t w o r k  ( Q A H N ) .  T h i s  h o n o r  r e c o g n i z e s
o u t s t a n d i n g  l o n g - t e r m  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b y  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r
g r o u p  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  o f
A n g l o p h o n e  h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  Q u e b e c .  

T h e  R i c h a r d  E v a n s  A w a r d  c e l e b r a t e s  e x c e p t i o n a l  d e d i c a t i o n  t o
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  h e r i t a g e  o f  Q u e b e c ’ s
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  C I M P N ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
d o c u m e n t i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  I r i s h  m i g r a t i o n  t o
Q u e b e c  h a s  m a d e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  t h r o u g h  i n n o v a t i v e
p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  c e m e t e r y  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  g e n e a l o g i c a l  p r o f i l i n g ,
a n d  d i g i t a l  h e r i t a g e  m a p p i n g .  T h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  o f  I r i s h  h e r i t a g e  w i t h i n  Q u e b e c ’ s  b r o a d e r
c u l t u r a l  n a r r a t i v e ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  r e m a i n  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

The  C IMPN wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  the  Quebec  Ang lophone  Her i tage
Network  fo r  th i s  award  and fo r  the i r  cont inued suppor t .

.
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CIMPN Celebrates The 2025 Green Season 

T h e  C a n a d i a n  I r i s h  M i g r a t i o n  P r e s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k
c e l e b r a t e d  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  b y  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  H u d s o n
P a r a d e  a n d  t h e  M o n t r e a l  P a r a d e .   T h e r e  w a s  n o  b e t t e r
p l a c e  t o  b e  o n  a  v e r y  s u n n y  S a t u r d a y  t h a n  t h e  T o w n  o f
H u d s o n ’ s  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s   p a r a d e  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e
S o u l a n g e s  I r i s h  S o c i e t y .   L o c a l  I r i s h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w e r e
w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  m a r c h i n g  b a n d s ,  I r i s h
d a n c e r s  a n d  f l o a t s .   

T h e  C i t y  o f  M o n t r e a l  w e n t  g r e e n  f o r  t h e  2 0 0 t h  e d i t i o n  o f
i t s  l e g e n d a r y  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  P a r a d e !  S i n c e  1 8 2 4 ,  t h i s
i c o n i c  e v e n t  h a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  v i b r a n t
f l o a t s ,  m a r c h i n g  b a n d s ,  d a n c e r s ,  a n d  m u s i c i a n s ,  f i l l i n g
t h e  a i r  w i t h  a n  e l e c t r i f y i n g  e n e r g y .  I t  s t a n d s  a s  t h e  o l d e s t
p a r a d e  i n  C a n a d a  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  N o r t h
A m e r i c a .  T h e  C I M P N  w a s  p r o u d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h i s
h i s t o r i c  e v e n t  b y  s h a r i n g  a  f l o a t  w i t h  t h e  M o n t r e a l  I r i s h
M e m o r i a l  P a r k  F o u n d a t i o n .

4



H o n o r i n g  t h e  I r i s h  F a m i n e  J o u r n e y :  T h e  B r o n z e  S h o e s  
a n d  t h e  G l o b a l  I r i s h  F a m i n e  W a y

B y  K e l l e y  O ’ R o u r k e

I n  M a y  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  G l o b a l  I r i s h  F a m i n e  W a y  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  l a u n c h e d  a t
E P I C ,  T h e  I r i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  M u s e u m ,  f o l l o w i n g  a  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  s i x -
d a y  w a l k  f r o m  S t r o k e s t o w n  t o  D u b l i n .  T h i s  e x t e n s i o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  t h e
l a r g e s t  h e r i t a g e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t r a c i n g  t h e  j o u r n e y s  o f  I r i s h
F a m i n e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  U K ,  C a n a d a ,  t h e  U S ,  S o u t h
A f r i c a ,  a n d  A u s t r a l i a .

T h e  C a n a d i a n  I r i s h  M i g r a t i o n  P r e s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k  ( C I M P N )  i s  p r o u d
t o  j o i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  I r i s h  F a m i n e  W a y ,  a  c o m m e m o r a t i v e
p r o j e c t  t h a t  e x t e n d s  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F a m i n e  W a y  i n
I r e l a n d  t o  s i t e s  a c r o s s  C a n a d a  a n d  b e y o n d .  T h i s  h i s t o r i c  i n i t i a t i v e
u s e s  B r o n z e  S h o e s  a s  m a r k e r s  t o  h o n o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  I r i s h
e m i g r a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  F a m i n e  o f  1 8 4 7  a n d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  n e w  l a n d s .
 

T h e  O r i g i n s :  N a t i o n a l  F a m i n e  W a y

I n  M a y  1 8 4 7 ,  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  I r i s h  F a m i n e ,  1 , 4 9 0   e m i g r a n t s
w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  w a l k  1 6 5  k i l o m e t e r s  f r o m  t h e  S t r o k e s t o w n  P a r k  E s t a t e
i n  C o u n t y  R o s c o m m o n  t o  D u b l i n .  A c c o m p a n i e d  b y  B a i l i f f  R o b i s o n ,
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s — m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n — e m b a r k e d  o n  a
s o r r o w f u l  j o u r n e y  a l o n g  t h e  R o y a l  C a n a l ,  l e a d i n g  t o  D u b l i n  a n d
e v e n t u a l l y  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .

T h e i r  f o o t s t e p s  a r e  m e m o r i a l i z e d  t o d a y  b y  o v e r  3 0  p a i r s  o f  B r o n z e
S h o e s ,  i n s t a l l e d  a l o n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F a m i n e  W a y ™ ,  a  1 6 5 - k i l o m e t e r
h e r i t a g e  t r a i l  o p e n  t o  w a l k e r s  a s  a  s e l f - g u i d e d  r o u t e .   T h e  B r o n z e
S h o e s ,  s y m b o l s  o f  e n d u r a n c e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n ,  w i l l  n o w  m a r k
s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e s  w o r l d w i d e .  

P r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  u n d e r w a y  t o  i n s t a l l  t h e  B r o n z e  S h o e s  a t   
f i f t e e n  C a n a d i a n  l o c a t i o n s .
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T h e  B r o n z e  S h o e s  b o u n d  f o r  C a n a d i a n  s i t e s  b e g a n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y
a b o a r d  t h e  R V  C e l t i c  E x p l o r e r ,  t r a v e l i n g  f r o m  G a l w a y  t o
N e w f o u n d l a n d .  

B r o n z e  S h o e s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  b e  i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e s e  f i f t e e n  C a n a d i a n
l o c a t i o n s :

•  S t .  J o h n ’ s  B a s i l i c a ,  N e w f o u n d l a n d
•  G r o s s e  Î l e ,  Q u e b e c
•  Q u e b e c  C i t y ,  Q u e b e c
•  S a i n t - C o l o m b a n ,  Q u e b e c
•  B l a c k  R o c k  M e m o r i a l  P a r k ,  M o n t r e a l ,  Q u e b e c
•  M a c d o n a l d  G a r d e n s  P a r k ,  O t t a w a ,  O n t a r i o
•  T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o
•  H a m i l t o n ,  O n t a r i o
•  N i a g a r a ,  O n t a r i o
•  S a i n t  J o h n  P a r t r i d g e  I s l a n d ,  N e w  B r u n s w i c k

B y  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  w e  h o n o r  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  I r i s h  F a m i n e
e m i g r a n t s  a n d  e n s u r e  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s  a r e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  a s  w e
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  c o m p a s s i o n  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w e l c o m e d  t h e m .  

P l e a s e  c h e c k  o u t  S a m a r a  O ’ G o r m a n  r e c i t i n g  t h e  p o e m  s h e  w r o t e
e n t i t l e d  “ B r o n z e  S h o e s ” ,  a t  o u r  S a i n t - C o l o m b a n  I r i s h  H e r i t a g e  D a y
2 0 2 4 .
 

Photo source: The National Famine Way Website

 H E A R  T H E  P O E M
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The nonprofit organization Les Sentiers de Gore recently republished Margaret
Cook's 1969 novel Land Possessed in both English and French versions. Titled
Une terre à nous in French, this novel is a unique cultural artifact, being the
only work of fiction that portrays the lifestyle of Irish pioneers who settled in
Argenteuil County during the mid-19th century.

This literary work holds immense historical and cultural value for our region. It
offers a vivid depiction of the struggles, triumphs, and daily lives of Irish
immigrants, preserving their legacy and enriching our understanding of local
history. The novel’s influence has resonated across generations, inspiring a
theater production in 2005, a documentary film in 2021, and a biography in
2022.

The updated editions includes new prefaces: the English version features
insights from historian and playwright Don Stewart, while the French version is
introduced by Hélène Beauchamp, author of Ms. Cook's biography, Life as It Is.
These contributions contextualize the novel within the broader framework of
regional and immigrant history, making it an indispensable resource for
academics, genealogists, and the general public.

Media Corner
Books 

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n
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Music

G r á i n n e :  B r e a t h i n g  N e w  L i f e  I n t o  I r i s h  M u s i c  i n  M o n t r e a l

B o r n  o u t  o f  a  s h a r e d  p a s s i o n  f o r  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  I r i s h  l e g a c y
i n  t h e i r  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  a n d  i d e n t i t i e s ,  E s m é
C a v a n a u g h ,  L i l y  M a c l e a n ,  a n d  D a r r a g h  M o n d o u x  f o r m e d
G r á i n n e  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  2 0 2 2 .  W h a t  b e g a n  a s  a
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  f o r  o p e n  m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e s  h a s  b l o s s o m e d
i n t o  a  d e e p - r o o t e d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  M o n t r e a l ’ s  I r i s h
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a n  e v e r - g r o w i n g  l o v e  f o r  I r i s h  m u s i c  t h a t
t r a n s c e n d s  c i t y  l i m i t s .

T w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e s e  t a l e n t e d  y o u n g  w o m e n  h a v e  f i r m l y
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h i n  M o n t r e a l ’ s  I r i s h  c u l t u r a l
s c e n e .  T h e i r  c a p t i v a t i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a
s t a p l e  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  m u s i c  c a l e n d a r .  T h e y  h o l d  a  m o n t h l y
r e s i d e n c y  a t  H o n e y  M a r t i n  I r i s h  P u b ,  w h e r e  t h e i r  s p i r i t e d
r e n d i t i o n s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  I r i s h  m u s i c  k e e p  a u d i e n c e s
c o m i n g  b a c k  f o r  m o r e .

G r á i n n e ’ s  m u s i c a l  j o u r n e y  h a s  l e d  t h e m  t o  p e r f o r m  a t
v a r i o u s  n o t a b l e  e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n s  h o s t e d  b y
F r i e n d s  o f  S i n n  F é i n  C a n a d a  a n d  t h e  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  S o c i e t y
d u r i n g  M o n t r e a l ’ s  v i b r a n t  G r e e n  S e a s o n .  T h e i r  e v o c a t i v e
v e r s i o n  o f  T h e  S t a r  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  D o w n  a l s o  e a r n e d
a i r t i m e  o n  C B C  R a d i o  M o n t r e a l ,  f u r t h e r  c e m e n t i n g  t h e i r
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  t o r c h b e a r e r s  o f  I r i s h  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .

I n  a  s e r e n d i p i t o u s  t w i s t ,  t h e  g r o u p  w e l c o m e d  a  n e w
m e m b e r :  f i d d l e r  E l l a  P a r t i n g t o n .  Y e a r s  a g o ,  E s m é  h a d
b r i e f l y  m e t  E l l a  w h i l e  w a t c h i n g  h e r  p e r f o r m  i n  G a l w a y ,
I r e l a n d .  W h e n  E l l a  m o v e d  t o  M o n t r e a l  w i t h  h e r  f i d d l e ,  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  w a s  r e k i n d l e d ,  a n d  s h e  b e c a m e  a n  i n t e g r a l
p a r t  o f  G r á i n n e .  E l l a  h a s  s i n c e  j o i n e d  t h e  g r o u p  f o r  t h e i r
m o n t h l y  H o n e y  M a r t i n  P u b  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  p l a y e d  a t
p r e s t i g i o u s  e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e w
I r i s h  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  C a n a d a .
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G r á i n n e ’ s  m e m b e r s  s h a r e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  m u s i c ;  t h e y  u p l i f t
a n d  i n s p i r e  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e .  T h e i r
g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  r e i n t e r p r e t
I r e l a n d ’ s  m u s i c a l  l e g a c y  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  d y n a m i c
p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  h e a r t f e l t  s t o r y t e l l i n g .   R e c e n t l y  t h e y ’ v e
e x p a n d e d  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  p u r s u i t s  b y  p r o d u c i n g  e v e n t s  t h a t
b l e n d  t h e i r  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  I r i s h
h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s .   T h r o u g h  t h e i r
d e d i c a t i o n ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  l o v e  f o r  I r i s h  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t h e
w o m e n  o f  G r á i n n e  c o n t i n u e  t o  h o n o u r  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  w h i l e
c r e a t i n g  a  v i b r a n t  i n c l u s i v e  s p a c e  f o r  a u d i e n c e s  t o
c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  s o u l  o f  I r i s h  m u s i c .  

F o l l o w  t h e  b a n d  o n
I n s t ag ram
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L E T  U S  K N O W  W H A T  E V E N T S  A R E  H A P P E N I N G  
I N  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y !

C O N T A C T  U S

P l e a s e  j o i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  I r i s h  M i g r a t i o n
P r e s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k  a s  w e  c e l e b r a t e  I r i s h  H e r i t a g e

i n  S t .  C o l o m b a n ,  Q u e b e c .  
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 Paul Murphy

Linda Fitzgibbons

Cormac McGrath
Jacqueline Robins
Samara O’Gorman

Executive Directors

Kelley O’Rourke - President
Fergus Keyes - Vice President

Marla Newhook - Board Chairperson
Margo Heron - Executive Secretary

Laurie McKeown - Treasurer
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Meet our team...

Our 2025 Sponsors  
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