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C A N A D I A N  I R I S H  M I G R A T I O N
P R E S E R V A T I O N  N E T W O R K

# 1    M A R C H  2 0 2 4

P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T S

Message from the President
Dear Friends and Fellow Irish Heritage Enthusiasts,

I am delighted to introduce the inaugural
newsletter from the Canadian Irish Migration
Preservation Network (CIMPN)! Our network has
worked hard to preserve the incredible legacy
of Irish migration in Canada. We've made
significant progress toward our goal, and we're
excited to share our journey with you through
this newsletter.

Respectfully yours,

Our Mission

Kelley O‘Rourke

The CIMPN is dedicated to commemorating the
rich history and significant contributions of Irish
migrants to Canada. Our mission includes
keeping Irish ancestral stories alive, celebrating
the extraordinary contributions of Irish
immigrants throughout Canadian history,
preserving historic Irish cultural landmarks in
Canada, and strengthening the bonds
between Irish descendants and the global Irish
community to encourage the study and
continuation of Irish history for generations to
come!

( A  N E T W O R K )
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“ I t ’ s  More  than  Dr i nk i ng  Beer ,  Wear i ng  Green  and  Parades . ”
B y :  L a u r i e  M c K e o w n

M a n y  o f  o u r  I r i s h  a n c e s t o r s  a r r i v e d  i n  C a n a d a  s p e a k i n g  o n l y  G a e l i c .   W e  r e m e m b e r
a n d  h o n o u r  t h e m  t h r o u g h  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  h i s t o r y  a n d  I r i s h  h e r i t a g e .   M a r c h
1 7 ,  2 0 2 4  -  A s  y o u  c e l e b r a t e  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  t o d a y ,  r e m e m b e r  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e
s e a s o n .  W h i l e  r a i s i n g  y o u r  g l a s s  o f  G u i n n e s s  o r  J a m e s o n  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  m a n y
s l á i n t e s ,  r e m e m b e r  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  w h o  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r
t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  t o d a y .  

E v e n  t h o u g h  i t ’ s  a  d a y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  I r i s h  h e r i t a g e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a  d a y  t o  r e m e m b e r  o u r
h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t  a n d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  o u r  m i g r a n t  r e l a t i v e s .  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  h a s  r e c e n t l y
b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  p r o p a g a t i n g  I r i s h  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  e x c e s s i v e  d r i n k i n g
a n d  f o r  i g n o r i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  d a y .

I r i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  C a n a d a  b e g a n  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1 7 t h  C e n t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r s
i n c r e a s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  I r i s h  f a m i n e .  T h e  G r e a t  P o t a t o  F a m i n e ,
k n o w n  a s  T h e  G r e a t  H u n g e r  -  L a  G o r t a  M o r  ( 1 8 4 5 - 1 8 5 2 ) ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  o n e  m i l l i o n  I r i s h
m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  p e r i s h i n g  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  s t a r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s e a s e  w h i l e
a n o t h e r  o n e  m i l l i o n  e m i g r a t e d  t o  e s c a p e  t h i s  f a t e .  T h e y  t r a d e d  i n  o n e  t o u g h  l i f e  f o r
a n o t h e r .

I t  i s  h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  e n d u r e d .  C o m i n g  f r o m  h o r r e n d o u s
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d  t o  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  o n  c o f f i n  s h i p s ,  o n l y  t o  f i n d
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  q u a r a n t i n e  s t a t i o n s  a n d  f e v e r  s h e d s  i n  a  f o r e i g n  l a n d .  L a n d m a r k s ,  s u c h
a s  t h e  B l a c k  R o c k  i n  M o n t r e a l ,  a r e  a  t r a g i c  r e m i n d e r  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  l o s s e s
o f  l i f e  b u t  o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  t h e y  e n d u r e d  t o  g e t  h e r e .  

D r .  G e a r ó i d  Ó h A l l m h u r á i n ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  I r i s h  S t u d i e s  a t  C o n c o r d i a
U n i v e r s i t y ,  b r i n g s  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  w h e n  w e  r e m e m b e r  o u r  I r i s h  a n c e s t o r s  w h o
c a m e  a c r o s s ,  w e  r e m e m b e r  a n d  t h i n k  a b o u t  a l l  d i s p l a c e d  i m m i g r a n t s .  T h e  ‘ I r i s h
e x p e r i e n c e ’  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  n e w  i m m i g r a n t s  o f  t o d a y .  I n  t h e  l a s t  f e w
d e c a d e s ,  w e  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  g l o b a l  d i s p l a c e m e n t .  

S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  i s  a  d a y  o f  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  a n d  a  d a y  o f  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  I r i s h
i m m i g r a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  S o  c e l e b r a t e  a n d  p a y  h o m a g e  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  c a m e  f r o m ,  b u t
n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h o w  a n d  w h y  t h e y  g o t  h e r e .  

H a p p y  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y !  S l á i n t e .  
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L E T  U S  K N O W  W H A T  E V E N T S  A R E  H A P P E N I N G  
I N  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y !

Upcoming Events

The United Irish Societies of Montreal 
will be holding its annual 
St. Patrick Day’s Parade 

on March 17, 2024

The St. Patrick Society of Montreal will 
be holding its annual Luncheon on 

March 15, 2024

Lá fhéile Pádraig sona dhuit!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

M a y  y o u  a l w a y s  h a v e  w a l l s  f o r  t h e  w i n d s ,
A  r o o f  f o r  t h e  r a i n ,  t e a  b e s i d e  t h e  f i r e ,

L a u g h t e r  t o  c h e e r  y o u ,  t h o s e  y o u  l o v e  n e a r  y o u ,
A n d  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t  m i g h t  d e s i r e .

C O N T A C T  U S
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E !

J u l y  6 t h ,  2 0 2 4

A t  t h e  S a i n t - C o l o m b a n
C e m e t e r y  i n  S a i n t - C o l u m b a n ,
Q u e b e c .  

 J o i n  u s  f o r  a  f u n  a n d
e d u c a t i o n a l  d a y  f o r  t h e  w h o l e
f a m i l y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  I r i s h
h e r i t a g e .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  c o m i n g
s o o n .

R e s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  i n  t h e  S a i n t -
C o l o m b a n  C e m e t e r y  r e s u m e s
t h i s  s p r i n g .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p r o g r e s s
u p d a t e s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

 C IMPN EVENTS COMING SOON 

S A I N T -  C O L O M B A N  C E M E T E R Y  W O R K

G A L W A Y  C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N

T h e  C I M P N  w i l l  b e  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  2 0 2 4  a n n u a l
c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r
I r i s h  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G a l w a y ,  
J u n e  5 - 7  2 0 2 4 .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n
e n t i t l e d  Mapping  and Genea log ica l  P ro f i l i ng  o f
I r i sh  Cemeter ies  in  Canada :  A  P reservat ion  o f
H i s to ry  fo r  Fu tu re  Generat ions .  

S A I N T - C O L O M B A N  I R I S H  H E R I T A G E  D A Y
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W h e r e  d o  y o u  c o m e  f r o m ?  W h y  d i d  y o u r  a n c e s t o r s  m o v e  a n d  w h y  d i d
t h e y  c h o o s e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e ?  H o w  a n d  w h e n  d i d  t h e y  g e t
t h e r e ?  S o  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  b u t  t o o  f e w  a n s w e r s .  I n  1 8 2 5 ,  J a m e s  S k e l l y
o f  C o u n t y  W e s t m e a t h  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  l a n d  g r a n t  i n  t h e  S e i g n e u r i e  o f
L a k e  o f  T w o  M o u n t a i n s  f r o m  F a t h e r  J a c k s o n  o f  t h e  S u l p i c i a n  O r d e r  o f
M o n t r e a l .  L i k e  m a n y  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  I r i s h  c o u n t r y m e n ,  S k e l l y  a n d  h i s
f a m i l y  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  s e v e r e  p o v e r t y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  D e c i d i n g  t o  s t a y  p u t
i n  h i s  h o m e l a n d ,  S k e l l y ’ s  t h r e e  s o n s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t  a n d  l e f t
f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  i n  Q u e b e c .  A  f e w  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  i n  1 8 2 3 ,  W i l l i a m
M c M a n u s  l e f t  h i s  I r i s h  h o m e  i n  C o u n t y  T i p p e r a r y  f o r  L o w e r  C a n a d a .  

F o r  t h e s e  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s ,  c r o s s i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c  w a s  a  h a z a r d o u s  t r i p ,
a  p o t e n t i a l  t r a g e d y  w a i t i n g  t o  h a p p e n  e v e r y  d a y  d u r i n g  t h o s e  l o n g
s e v e n  w e e k s .  T h e  s h i p  w e n t  a s  f a r  a s  Q u e b e c  C i t y ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e r e ,
t h e y  h a d  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  o w n  w a y  w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  S t .  L a w r e n c e  R i v e r .
S t e a m b o a t  c o m p a n i e s ,  b o u n d  f o r  M o n t r e a l ,  l o a d e d  u p  t h e i r  b o a t s  w i t h
u p  t o  2 0 0  m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n .  

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  w e e k s - l o n g  v o y a g e ,  t h e y  d i s e m b a r k e d  i n  L a c h i n e  t o
a v o i d  t h e  r a p i d s  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o o t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w a y .  T h e i r
a r d u o u s  j o u r n e y  w a s n ’ t  o v e r  y e t .  B o t h  t h e  S k e l l y  b r o t h e r s  a n d
M c M a n u s  w o u l d  n o w  h a v e  t o  f i n d  r o o m  o n  a n o t h e r  s t e a m e r  o r  l a r g e
r i v e r  r a f t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  u p  t h e  O t t a w a  r i v e r .  

T h e  d a y  w o u l d  b e  s p e n t  t r a v e l l i n g  o n  t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d  a t  n i g h t  t h e y
w o u l d  s l e e p  o n  t h e  r i v e r b a n k s .  T h e  S k e l l y  b r o t h e r s  w o u l d  d i s e m b a r k
j u s t  p a s t  w h a t  i s  n o w  O k a  a n d  m a k e  t h e  l o n g  t r e k  n o r t h  o n  f o o t  t o  S t .
C o l u m b a n .  

M c M a n u s  w o u l d  h a v e  s t a r t e d  h i s  3 0  k m  w a l k  a t  S t .  A n d r e w s ,  h e a d e d
f o r  w o o d e d  v a c a n t  l a n d  b e h i n d  t h e  A r g e n t e u i l  s e i g n e u r i e ,  w h i c h  w o u l d
e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  t h e  t o w n  o f  G o r e .  T h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  l a n d  g r a n t s
o f t e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a n  a c r e  h a d  t o  b e  c l e a r e d  a n d  a  l o g
h o m e  b u i l t .  A  t r e m e n d o u s  u n d e r t a k i n g  w i t h  o n l y  a n  a x e .  

Everyone Has A History; Your Heritage and Why It Matters
B y :  L a u r i e  M c K e o w n

B u s h  F a r m  n e a r  C h a t h a m  c i r c a  1 8 3 8

T h e  w a y  a n  e a r l y  h o m e s t e a d  
m i g h t  h a v e  l o o k e d

S o u r c e :
h t t p s : / / c o m m o n s . w i k i m e d i a . o r g / w i k i / F i l e : B u s h

_ F a r m _ N e a r _ C h a t h a m , _ c a . _ 1 8 3 8 . j p g
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T h i s  w a s  j u s t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e i r  n e w  l i f e  i n  C a n a d a .  T h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e
I r e l a n d ,  t o  l e a v e  b e h i n d  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .
I t  i s  h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  b e i n g  i n  a  f o r e i g n  l a n d  w i t h  a n  u n f a m i l i a r  l a n d s c a p e ,
a n  u n f o r g i v i n g  c l i m a t e  a n d  f o r m i d a b l e  w i l d l i f e .  L i k e  s o  m a n y  I r i s h  t h a t
c a m e  h e r e  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  a  v e r y  c o m m o n  s t o r y .  

W h y  d o  w e  n e e d  t o  k n o w  t h e  p a s t ?  L e a r n i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  b e h i n d  n a m e s  a n d
d a t e s  t e a c h e s  u s  a b o u t  o u r  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  e x p l a i n s  h o w  o r d i n a r y
p e o p l e  l i v e d  w i t h i n  h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t s .  W e  n e e d  t o  v a l u e  o u r  h e r i t a g e  a n d
p a s s  i t  o n  t o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  o u r s e l v e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .

D o  y o u  h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  a n c e s t r a l  s t o r y ?  P l e a s e  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  u s .  S e n d  y o u r
s t o r y  t o :  l a u r i e . m c ﻿k e o w n @ c i m p n - r c p m i . c a

Media Corner

Books 
H I L L  S E A R C H :  T H E  R O B E R T  C O R R I G A N  S T O R Y
B Y  S T E V E N  L .  C A M E R O N

 This non-fiction book tells the story of the 1855 murder of
Robert Corrigan in the early days of settlement while reflecting
on the 'times' within which he and the Irish settlers lived:
armed Orangemen on the roads, Ribbonmen in the hills, a
body snatching, a lost cemetery, intimidation, and
more...Sounds like somewhere in Ireland, but no, it's mid-1800s
Quebec!! This account tells the real story of what actually
happened, introducing new characters and facts to the
'telling'. A new look at a lost treasure!

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Co-founder of Coirneal Cealteach, an Irish Heritage group in
Ste. Agathe de Lobiniere, QC., Steve is passionate about
preserving the history of the area’s early Irish settlers.  

G E T  T H E  B O O K

A B O U T  C O I R N E A L  C E A L T E A C H
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Films

“ T h e  L o s t  C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  C a r r i c k s ”  i s  a  t i m e l e s s  s t o r y  o f
e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t r a g e d y  a n d  e x o d u s  t o  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d
i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  N e w  W o r l d .  F i l m e d  o n  l o c a t i o n  i n  C a n a d a  a n d
i n  I r e l a n d ,  t h e  f i l m  t r a c e s  t h e  h o r r i f i c  j o u r n e y  o f  P a t r i c k  K a v e n e y ,
S a r a h  M a c D o n a l d  a n d  t h e i r  s i x  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  K e a s h  i n  s o u t h  S l i g o
t o  Q u é b e c ’ s  G a s p é  p e n i n s u l a ,  w h e r e  t h e i r  i l l - f a t e d  c o f f i n  s h i p  t h e
C a r r i c k s  s u n k  i n  M a y  1 8 4 7 .  

V I E W  M O V I E  

L O S T  C H I L D R E N  O F  T H E  C A R R I C K S

➣  W r i t t e n  a n d  d i r e c t e d  b y  G e a r ó i d  Ó  h A l l m h u r á i n .  

➣  P r o d u c e d  b y  C e c i l i a  M c D o n n e l l ,  C e l t i c  C r o s s i n g  P r o d u c t i o n s
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Presentations 

V I E W  T H E  P R E S E N T A T I O N

P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  T H E  
N E W  B R U N S W I C K  G E N E A L O G I C A L

S O C I E T Y :   
M I R A M C H I  B R A N C H  
O C T O B E R  2 4 ,  2 0 2 3  

P R E S E N T A T I O N  T O  T H E  
Q A H N  H E R I T A G E  T A L K S :   

F E B R U A R Y  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4  

CIMPN YouTube Channel
C H E C K  O U T  O U R  S E R I E S  O F  Y O U T U B E  V I D E O S

O N  H E A D S T O N E  C L E A N I N G  A N D  R E P A I R

V I E W  V I D E O S
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lF8azclkfcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb-xvaakb_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ef2G184jgrI
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Marla Newhook - Board Chairperson
Margo Heron - Executive Secretery

Laurie McKeown - Treasurer

 

O U R  E X E C U T I V E S  A N D  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

Meet our team...

Our 2024 Sponsors  

B o a r d  M e m b e r s
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T h e  C a n a d i a n  I r i s h  M i g r a t i o n  P r e s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k  
i s  a  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  I r i s h  h e r i t a g e  

C o p y r i g h t @ 2 0 2 4  C I M P N
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d

E d i t o r i a l  b o a r d :
Laur ie  McKeown ( laur ie .mckeown@cimpn-rcpmi .ca)

Jacque l ine  Rob ins  ( jacque l ine rbnsbus iness@gmai l . com)
Kate  Carmichae l  (carkey72@gmai l . com)

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r :  laur ie .mckeown@cimpn-rcpmi .ca

V i s i t  o u r  W e b  s i t e :  w w w . c i m p n - r c p m i . c a

F I N D  U S  O N . . . .

1 0

https://www.facebook.com/cimpnca
https://www.youtube.com/@canadianirishmigration
mailto:laurie.mckeown@cimpn-rcpmi.ca
mailto:jacquelinerbnsbusiness@gmail.com
mailto:carkey72@gmail.com
mailto:laurie.mckeown@cimpn-rcpmi.ca
https://cimpn-rcpmi.ca/

